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of good and bad seed or good and bad methods of cultiva-
tion over various acreages, the earthwork required to raise
the village road, the result over a period of years of various
rates of interest, the cost of various extravagances com-
pared with the cost of various improvements, the result
of productive and unproductive expenditure, and so on.
The rural science subject of the Punjab middle schools is
an excellent means of applying the principles of science
to the facts of village life. The different kinds of haybox
can be tested with a thermometer, the necessity for ventila-
tion can be demonstrated with candles and cardboard
houses, mosquitoes can be bred in glass bowls. Their
life history and that of flies, and the trying out of
methods of destroying both, are as useful for Nature
Study as any other creatures. It is only a matter of
ingenuity and initiative to make the subject rural,
practical and scientific.
General Knowledge should include some details of savings
banks and co-operative societies, the various breeds of
cattle and kinds of seeds and implements, the acreages of
various crops in the district and province, the incidence
of disease and child mortality, and other population figures
for the district and province, the round figures of the main
items of local and provincial budgets, weights and measure-
ments, postal,1 telegraph and railway information, and traffic
rules, so that the villager may take a lively and growing
interest in the world around him.
The schoolmaster has been made responsible for the
keeping of the schoolchildren's vaccination record and he
has a register for this purpose ; but he very rarely uses it
1 The Post Office issues a one-anna guide in English and in
eight vernaculars and cheap posters combining instruction with
decorations. Schools might well buy these.

